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Snow has thawed in the borderlands, grazing horse returned,

A flute melody hovers amid moonlit watchtowers.

Where are the blossoms falling down from the plum trees?

They waft through the borderlands with the night wind.
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“Listening to the Flute in the Frontier” is the work of the Tang dynasty poet Gao Shi. With the
lively and beautiful tone and wonderful imagination, the poem paints a beautiful picture of
spring scenery beyond the Great Wall. The poem has painted the serene and quiet life of the
frontier. Gao Shi uses skillfully the technique of both the realistic and the imaginary, describing
the soldier’s ambition as well as the homesickness. Time travels with reality and imagination in
between, from which a magnificent and touching picture reveals. The poem is of sentiment due
to the homesickness, but not of depression. As an excellent piece among the poems of the
frontier, it expresses the kind of lofty spirit in Tang dynasty.



